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hands of the wretches who surrounded him, and
introduced to him others of the same kind, until at
last they had brought him to ruin and disgrace."

Madame Elliott, who was as kind as she was intel-
ligent, continues with an emotion which was easily
understood: "All this is painful for me to say; for I
had known the Duke of Orleans many years, and he
had always been very kind and attentive to me, as he
was, for that matter, to all who had anything to do
with him. No one can form any idea of the way I
suffered when I saw him gradually sinking into every
sort of infamy, for I am thoroughly convinced that
he never meant to go so far."

At first the Duke's opposition was very gentle.
He made frequent visits to England, and brought
back the English fashions, ways, and amusements,
as well as their political ideas. He was very enthu-
siastic about parliamentary institutions, and persuaded
himself that France ought to become a mixed mon-
archy, in which the first prince of the blood should
be the leader of the opposition. But opposition is
a complicated bit of machinery into which one can-
not thrust his finger, without getting his arm, and
finally his whole body, caught. The downward path
is easy and fatal; it begins in the drawing-room, and
ends in the street. At first one excuses one's self by
calling patriotism and love of the public welfare what
is really rancor or ambition. A man deems himself
a good citizen, when he is, in fact, an insurgent.

It is easy to set limits which are never to be passed^